
Sault Ste. Marie 
Household Special Waste Facility
115 Industrial Park Crescent     
705-759-5201

Open April through October
Thursday & Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The following is a list of some of the materials and 
products that are accepted at the Household 
Special Waste Facility. For more information on 
acceptable and unacceptable hazardous waste 
please visit the website listed below.

Acids  
Anti-freeze
Caustics 
Fuel/Gas
Flammables
Household batteries
Organic solvents
Oxidizers  
Pesticides
Herbicides
Insecticides
Pharmaceuticals
Cleaners

For more information on the SSM Household 
Special Waste Facility, please call or visit the 
website www.city.sault-ste-marie.on.ca

For more information on protecting drinking 
water, please contact or visit: 

Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation 
Authority 705-946-8530 or 
www.ssmrca.ca

Ministry of the Environment
www.ene.gov.on.ca

Conservation Ontario
www.conservation-ontario.on.ca

Drinking Water Ontario
www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/dwo

Algoma Public Health
705-759-5287 
www.algomapublichealth.com

Well Aware 
705-745-7479
www.wellaware.ca

MOE Public Information Centre 
1-800-565-4923 
email: picemail.moe@ontario.ca

The Spills Action Centre can provide 
advice and information related to spills or 
drinking water events and initiate field 
response if it is required. They operate 
24-hours a day and can be reached 
through a province-wide toll free number: 
1-800-268-6060 or 416-325-3000.

Additional Resources

The project has received funding support from the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. Such support does not indicate 
endorsement by the Ministry of the contents of the material. This publication was created for local information purposes 
only and may be subject to change.

Drinking 

Water

Drinking 

Water



Source Protection Area (SPA)

The local Source Protection Area is comprised of 
the municipality of Sault Ste. Marie and the 
Township of Prince and includes portions of the 
townships of Dennis, Pennfather, Aweres, Jarvis 
and Duncanas well as areas of the Garden River 
and Batchewana First Nations. In our the Source 
Protection Area; about 25,618 households rely on 
municipal drinking water sources while remaining 
households get their drinking water from private 
wells or other private surface water intakes.

The City of Sault Ste. Marie takes its drinking 
water from surface and groundwater. Half of our 
drinking water is surface water. The surface water 
is collected from an intake in Lake Superior off of 
the point at Gros Cap. The water from the intake is 
pumped to the water treatment plant where it is 
filtered and chlorinated before it is distributed.

Groundwater

An equal amount of our drinking water is obtained 
from six municipal groundwater wells. Groundwater 
comes from rain or snow that drains into ground 
and pools in cracks or spaces in the soil, sand and 
rock. These are usually called aquifers. The level 
of groundwater (the water table) can be higher or 
lower depending on the season, temperature, 
rainfall and the amount of water taken from the 
aquifer. 

Municipal Wells 

Our municipal wells  take water from deep 
aquifers. These deep aquifers are located within 
city limits. There are 6 wells in  total  in  4  
groundwater wellfields located throughout the 
city.

well. There are many factors that go into 
determining the amount of land that makes up a 
WHPA. These factors help us calculate the 
amount of time it takes water to move 
underground to the well itself and how much land 
around the wellhead we should protect.

matter which type of well you have, nothing  but 
watershould enter your well. The sides and top of 
your well should be watertight and have no leaks. 
No contaminants or outside materials should ever 
be able to enter your well. Always have a licensed 
well contractor do any work in or around your well. 
All home owners who take their water from private 
wells should test their well water 3-4 times per year 
to ensure that it is safe for drinking. 

Wellhead Protection Area 
(WHPA)

A wellhead protection area 
is the area around the 
wellhead where what we do 
on the land have has the 
potential to affect the quality 
of  water  that  flows into the 

Private Wells

Most people in Ontario that 
live outside of a city rely on 
groundwater from dug or 
drilled wells for their private 
water supply. It doesn’t 

Recharge Areas

The recharge of an aquifer comes from rain and 
melting snow. The land area where the rain or 
snow drains into the ground and flows to an 
aquifer is called a recharge area. Recharge 
areas  are considered important when they give 
more water to an aquifer than we use for drinking 
water. An aquifer might be considered very 
sensitive for many reasons. For example:

     •     The depth that the aquifer is underground 
     •     The type of soil or rock is covering it 
     •     Usually, the faster water is able to drain                          
           into the ground, the more sensitive the  
           aquifer is to being polluted.

We have known for a long time that groundwater 
is very important. Now we are learning that what 
humans do on the land can easily 
pollute groundwater. 

Listed below are several contaminants and 
conditions that may pollute an aquifer when 
combined with rain or snow melt that drain into the 
ground to refill an aquifer: 

     • Chemicals stored improperly
     • Road salt on roads and on driveways
     • Pesticides and fertilizers 
     • Toxic or hazardous materials spills
     • Septic leaks
     • Abandoned or private wells


